
 

 

 

 Hello everyone,  
 

Things have taken a 
turn for the colder 
this week which is a 
good reason to re-

member hats, scarves, gloves and (of 
course) winter coats. These items all need 
to be named so that we can return them 
to their owners if misplaced. 
 
First Sunday of Advent 
An incredibly special time starts this Sun-
day—our children have been making their 
Advent promises in preparation. Decem-
ber is set to be a beautiful, exciting and 
loving month! 
 

Nativity 
“We are naughty sheep!” I won’t give any 

more away but this line is well and truly 

engrained in my mind after the first re-

hearsals by our children! The Nativity al-

ready looks great and I will provide fur-

ther updates in due course. Andrew Lloyd 

Webber would be proud…  

 

The Bible Says… Isaiah 40:31 
...those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint.  
 

Updated Term Dates 
Please note that spring term will begin on 
Wednesday 5th January 2022 because 
Tuesday 4th is an INSET day for staff. The 
last day of term will be Wednesday 13th 
April. 
 

Month of Remembrance 
As the month of November draws to a 
close, it seems the right time to sign off 
with a prayer for the souls of the faithful 
departed: 
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Upcoming Dates for Your Diary 

Date Event 

Monday 29/11/21  More Than Dance Work-

shops—all children in PE kit 

Monday 29/11/21 
3.45-4.30 

Y5/6 football club 

Monday 29/11/21 
3.45-4.30 

Christmas Crafts Club 

Tuesday 30/11/21 

3.45-4.30 

Sports with Featherstone 

Rovers (Y3&4) 

Wednesday Carol singing club (Y5&6) 

Wednesday 

01/12/21 3.45-4.30 

Passion 4 Dance club 

(Y1&2 ) 



Our Week in Photos 



 

 

Celebration Page 

 
  
 

This week: Hope 
 

 

        Headteacher’s   
Awards 

 

EYFS:  Oliver & Dawid 
Year 1: Jax 
Year 2:  Maja 
Year 3: Leo 
Year 4: Lexi 
Year 5:  Charlie-Louise 
Year 6:  Max 
 

Anna (Y2) for an amazing sculpture of a 
church. 
Alex (Y4) for superb Lego skills. 
Callum (Y2) for improving his phonics. 
Charlie-Louise (Y5) for being so selfless to 
someone in need. 
 
 
 

1st St. Ambrose  425 points 

2nd St. Ursula 383  points 

3rd St. Teresa 348 points 

4th St. Francis 347 points 

Mrs. Picton’s Rock Star Mrs. Boulton’s Spelling Aces 

 

Top House Points Winners 
 

EYFS: Kuba 

Y1: Jax 

Y2:  Jaden 

Y3:  Karamo 

Y4: Nathan 

Y5: Georgie & Martyna M 

Y6: Esme & Jacob F 

To be revealed in as-

sembly Alex (Y5) 



 

 

Attendance & Punctuality 

Class This week’s 

attendance 

# 

2 92% 1st  

3 91% 2nd  

1 90% 3rd 

6 89% 4th  

4 85% 5th 

5 84% 6th 

R 74% 7th 

 

Attendance Indicators 

98% + Outstanding attendance 

96% + National Average  

Below 94% = Causing concern 

(Less chance of progress) 

90% & Below - Persistent absence   

SERIOUS ATTENDANCE CONCERN  

Attendance Cup Winners 

Congratulations to year 2 who have the highest 

attendance this week with 92%. 

 

 

This week =  

87% 

PUNCTUALITY  

Let’s not forget that it’s not just 

coming to school—it’s also really 

important to get to school on 

time too. Arriving ten minutes 

late a day may seem like a small 

amount, but would add up to 

missing 5 whole school days over 



 

 

 Safeguarding Page 

We take safeguarding very seriously. If you have any concerns relating to 

child protection, please speak to one of these staff or contact Social Care Di-

rect on 0345 8503 503. 

St Joseph’s Safeguarding Team 

For more information, visit 

https://www.sjm.bkcat.co.uk/key-information/safeguarding/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs. Louise Bird 

Executive Headteacher 

Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

Mr. Robert Harvey  
Head of School 

Mrs. Anne Butler 

Safeguarding Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mrs. Charlotte Woodhead 

Safeguarding Governor 

Miss Claire Fisher 

Safeguarding, Attendance, Be-
haviour & Pastoral Coordinator 

Mrs. Kelly Picton 

Curriculum Leader and Teacher  



 

 

Things happening in our Parish 

Listening Meeting In October, Pope Francis opened a two 

year process towards the Synod of 2023, ‘For a Synodal 

Church.’ The process entails bishops around the world con-

sulting with those baptised, before a gathering of bishops 

in October 2023. This process also marks the beginning of 

our own diocesan process of consultation, ‘From Parish to 

Mission’. Volunteer facilitators will visit every parish in the 

diocese, to lead an open meeting to consider the questions 

put by the Holy See. Our parish meeting will be on Thu 25 

Nov, 7-8.30pm, in our Sacred Heart Hall. Please do come 

along.  

Send your Christmas Greeting to all our Parish Family and 

also help raise funds towards our Advent Project, for our 

Diocesan Mission in Peru. Write on an envelope Christmas 

Card - add your Family name (Christian names too, if you 

wish) - add at least £2 as a donation - put the envelope in 

the offertory basket at any of our Weekend Masses, by no 

later than Sun 28 Nov. Your name/s will then be listed on a 

Parish Card, to be distributed at our Parish Masses, on the 

3rd and 4th weekends of Advent. 

Our Parish Pastoral Council is to meet Thu 9 Dec, in our 

Sacred Heart Hall, 7.00pm. Please give items for the Agen-

da to Elizabeth Smith, Janet Ward or Fr Anthony by Sun 5 

Dec, at latest. 

First Communion Cards and Gifts can be got from our little 

shops, at both of our Churches, at very reasonable prices. 

Other items, such as Mass cards, rosaries, holy medals, and 

bibles can be found also. 

Changes at Mass Now that COVID vaccination has been 

extended to those over 12 years and boosters to any 50 

years or more, and infections appear to be stabilising, the 

benches in both our Churches are to be restored to their 

previous positions and so will be closer together. We will 

also resume singing a recessional hymn at our weekend 

Masses. But please continue - to remain seated through 

our Masses, to enable some distancing from those to your 

front/rear - unless age/medically exempted, wear a face 

covering at our weekend Masses - and, of course, be sure 

to sanitise hands on entry/exit.  

From Fr. Anthony 

The following is from one of many writings of Origen of Alex-

andria (184-253). He became a priest and travelled around 

much of the eastern Mediterranean, preaching and teaching. 

He has never been declared a saint, but his writings on the 

scriptures and theology have always enjoyed high regard. The 

coming of the kingdom of God, says our Lord and Saviour, 

does not admit of observation, and there will be no-one to 

say “Look here! Look there!” For the kingdom of God is with-

in us and in our hearts. So it is beyond doubt that whoever 

prays for the coming of the kingdom of God within himself is 

praying rightly, praying for the kingdom to dawn in him, bear 

fruit and reach perfection. For God reigns in every saint, and 

every saint obeys God’s spiritual laws - God, who dwells in 

him just as he dwells in any well-ordered city. The Father is 

present in him and in his soul Christ reigns alongside the Fa-

ther, as it is said: We will come to him and make our dwelling 

with him. Therefore, as we continue to move forward with-

out ceasing, the kingdom of God within us will reach its per-

fection in us at that moment when the saying in the Apostle 

is fulfilled, that Christ, his enemies all made subject to him, 

shall deliver the kingdom to God the Father that God may be 

all in all. For this reason let us pray without ceasing, our souls 

filled by a desire made divine by the Word himself. Let us 

pray to our Father in heaven: hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come. There is something important that we need 

to understand about the kingdom of God: just as righteous-

ness has no union with lawlessness, as light has nothing in 

common with darkness and Christ has no agreement with the 

devil, so the kingdom of God and a kingdom of sin cannot 

coexist. So if we want God to reign within us, on no account 

may sin rule in our mortal body but let us mortify our earthly 

bodies and let us be made fruitful by the Spirit. Then we will 

be a spiritual garden of Eden for God to walk in. God will rule 

in us with Christ who will be seated in us on the right hand of 

God - God, the spiritual power that we pray to receive - until 

he makes his enemies (who are within us) into his footstool 

and pours out on us all authority, all power, all strength. This 

can happen to any one of us and death, the last enemy may 

be destroyed, so that in us Christ says Death, where is your 

sting? Death, where is your victory? So let our corruptibility 

be clothed today with holiness and incorruption. With Death 

dead, let our mortality be cloaked in the Father’s immortality. 

With God ruling in us, let us be immersed, in and through 

Christ, in the blessings of regeneration and resurrection.  



 

 

 

Executive Headteacher: Mrs. L. Bird       Address: Barnsley Road, Moorthorpe WF9 2BP 

Head of School: Mr. R. Harvey                                        Tel: 01977 651 755 

Website: http://www.sjm.bkcat.co.uk                        Email: admin@sjm.bkcat.co.uk 

Autumn Term 2021 

Tuesday 7th September  School opens 

Thursday 21st October  School closes for half term 

Monday 1st November  School opens 

Friday 17th December  School closes for Christmas holidays 

Spring Term 2022 

Wednesday 5th January School opens 

Friday 18th February School closes for half term 

Monday 28th February School opens 

Wednesday 13th April School closes for Easter holidays 

Summer Term 2022 

Monday 25th April School opens 

Monday 2nd May May Day Bank Holiday  

Friday 20th May School closes for half term 

Monday 6th June School opens 

Friday 22nd July School closes for summer holidays 

INSET DAYS: Monday 6th September, Friday 22nd October, Tuesday 4th January, Monday 25th July, 

Tuesday 26th July  

Please note that Thursday 14th April will be used as the additional bank holiday for the Platinum Jubi-

lee Bank Holiday for pupils and staff at St. Joseph’s.  


