
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Re: 8th March 2021 Full Reopening COVID-19 Parent Guidance 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Please find attached St Joseph’s March 2021 Full Reopening COVID-19 Reintegration Parent 
Guidance, for all parents/carers.  
 
As per the Government instruction, we will reopen to all children, from Monday 8th March 2021. 
 
Within the guidance document attached, you will find all the information required, regarding drop off 
times, pick up times, information about school uniform, school dinners, how we will be keeping 
everyone safe, how to follow the social distancing rules and so on.  
 
Please note: There are no significant changes to the arrangements and structures which were in 
place prior to Christmas but in line with the new Government Guidance and our current, 
comprehensive risk assessment, all policies and procedures have been fully reviewed and updated, 
accordingly, ready for next Monday. I continue to be fully confident that we have now planned and 
prepared, as much as is possible, to ensure the safety of your child and the staff. As I have always 
said previously, I cannot promise that any child or staff member will not catch this virus, whilst in 
school, but we have put all the necessary robust procedures in place, to limit the spread of infection.  
 
Likewise, plans continue to be in place to support social distancing but we cannot guarantee a 
distance of 2m between each child, at all times. Government Guidance clearly states: ‘Whilst it is 
not expected that children and staff within the group will stay 2 metres apart, it is important for 
settings to consider how they can reduce contact between groups of children as far as possible’. 
Therefore, the children will remain in ‘class bubbles’ during lesson times and ‘phase bubbles’, when 
accessing the hall at lunchtime, whilst still remaining distanced from other groups of children. 
 
A few reminders which still apply: 
 
Can my child wear a face mask to school? – As was the case before Christmas, children will not 

be allowed to wear a face mask, as per Government Guidelines. All staff and visitors will still be 

required to wear facemasks and/or shields in, and around, school e.g. when in offices, corridors, 

meeting parents, communal spaces e.g. the Staff Room etc. However, they will not wear these in 

the classrooms, with their own class (bubble) during lesson time. 

Do parents/carers need to wear facemasks? – As was the case before Christmas, Parents/Carers 
are strongly encouraged (unless exempt) to wear their facemask and/or visor when arriving at or on 
the school grounds.  
 
Does my child need to wear school uniform? – As was the case before Christmas, all children 
should return to school in full uniform but we appreciate that many of the children may have grown 
out of things and the shops aren’t open so don’t stress if things aren’t perfect! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can I access the school grounds? – As was the case before Christmas, parents collecting on the 
KS2 playground, will be required to stand in an allocated year group space to enhance social 
distancing and to support our continued efforts to minimise the number of people waiting 
around/gathering together. Reminder – please try to arrive at school on a morning, and evening, as 
close to your child’s timings, as possible. We don’t want anyone waiting around for school to open 
on a morning and at home time. 
 
How should I drop my children off, if they’re at different doors? – As was the case before 
Christmas drop off, and collect, all your children from the siblings with the earliest time. Continue to 
do as you were before Christmas and we’ll remind the children, next week, about where they need 
to go, at what time. It worked really well before so this should be fine!  
 
When are PE Days? – As was the case before Christmas, on your child’s PE day below, they should 
come to school already in their PE kit, which will always be outside, where able, so please ensure 
they’re dressed accordingly: 

 Reception - Friday 

 Year 1 – Thursday  

 Year 2 - Wednesday 

 Year 3 - Friday 

 Year 4 – Wednesday (Swimming will not begin yet and more information will follow) 

 Year 5 - Thursday 

 Year 6 - Thursday 
 
I appreciate, once again, that there will be heightened emotion and anxiety as you plan to send your 
child back to school but please be rest assured that my team and myself have done everything that 
is physically possible, at this time. We had a fantastic, safe and happy autumn term and we can do 
it once again; let’s all hope, that with the impact of the vaccination programme, this will be the last, 
ever lockdown!  
 
It continues to be our aim to protect and support the mental health and well-being of everyone during 
this unprecedented time and we will continue to share resources for you to use at home, as a family, 
too. We have lots of nice activities and days planned for the children, over the next three weeks, to 
sensibly ease them back into full time school life, once again.  
 
Usual lunchtime arrangements apply and pre-ordering and payment arrangements for school 
dinners will be the same as before (if you pay for school dinners, you must ensure meals are paid 
for in advance, unless you have a Direct Debit in place). Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
will receive universal free school meals and can have a free school meal, as previous. Those 
children who are entitled to “means-tested” Free School Meals, in any year group, will receive a free 
meal at lunchtime.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All relevant Covid-19 guidance and information continues to be available on the school website - 
https://www.sjm.bkcat.co.uk/key-information/covid-19/ 
 
School staff will also continue to complete the twice weekly asymptomatic lateral flow tests, which 
understandably could result in bubble closures due to positive tests. 
 
All existing requirements also still remain in place if there is a positive case in your child’s class – 
this bubble will be closed and all close contacts will be required to isolate for 10 days.  
 
I hope you find this guidance easy to understand and digest, once more; I appreciate that it may 
look a lot but it is vital that you refresh yourself with how things will work, once again, from next 
week. I hope that you feel reassured, content and happy with all the continued adjustments we had, 
and continue, to put in place and as ever, we will do whatever it takes to support our school family. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this guidance, please email me – head@sjm.bkcat.co.uk 
 
Many thanks for your support and God Bless, 
 
Mr Welsh 
Headteacher 
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