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Every year, on the last Sunday of Advent, we look to Mary, our heavenly mother, chosen by God to be the mother of his 

Son, Jesus. The Angel Gabriel announced God’s will, and Mary accepted it, with a thankful heart, and put her trust in 

God; she is therefore the perfect example for all people – a person full of thoughtfulness, kindness and joy. In this 

coming Sunday’s Gospel, we read about St Joseph’s openness, too, and obedience to God and how he cared for Mary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EY/KS1 NATIVITY PERFORMANCES 

The ‘virtual’ Nativity Performances have been added to ‘Google Classroom’ for everyone to enjoy from the comfort of 

your own home. Just log in, using your child’s log in details (at the front of their journal) to watch each performance. 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

Please note, there will be no After School Clubs next half term. We will continue to review these in the coming months. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

A reminder that school re-opens on Monday 4th January 2021, as per the existing staggered start and finish times. 

 

 Mr Welsh’s Noticeboard  
Christ at the Centre 

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, MOORTHORPE 17TH DECEMBER 2020 

“We must learn from Mary, and we must 

imitate her unconditional readiness to 

receive Christ in her life.  Let the model 

of Mary be reflected in our own lives.” 
Pope Francis 

PARISH OF THE SACRED HEART & ST. JOSEPH’S CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Thursday 24th December – Christmas Eve Mass: 3.00pm at St. Joseph’s Church; 5.00pm at The 

Sacred Heart Church & 7.00pm at The Sacred Heart Church 

Friday 25th December – Christmas Day Mass: 9.00am at St. Joseph’s Church & 10.45am at The 

Sacred Heart Church. 

 

Avoid disappointment: it is hoped none will come to Mass and have to be turned away.  

But some may have to be turned away, if they have not booked in advance and we have 

reached the full numbers allowed at our Churches, under Covid-19 regulations. So please, for 

your own benefit, do make sure to book in advance 

To book for Mass please click on the red / blue button on the left hand side of our website 

home page: http://www.hemsthorpe.org.uk 

 

http://www.hemsthorpe.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR007FVlIyZpEq9nzVt_uwf3ZlcMFqrry5LnM4IrRMOdFxK0z7x_3mGDNZw
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THANKS & CHRISTMAS WISHES 

I would like to take this opportunity, more than ever, to thank 

each and every one of you for your continued support of our 

truly wonderful school. It goes without saying, 2020 will 

always be ‘the year’ none of us will ever forget and of course, 

for all of us, there have been highs, lows, successes, challenges 

and so much more. But, together, as our special SJM Family, 

we have all achieved so much and we should be proud of the 

love which has been shared!  

The staff and Academy Council are extremely appreciative of the support that the school receives 

from parents, and members of the school community, in order to benefit our children and this is 

something we will never take for granted!  

May I also thank each member of our incredible school staff, who have gone above and beyond to 

ensure your children receive a top quality education, whether this was during the national 

lockdown or since returning to school, this term. Everyone has quite simply ‘mucked in’ and whether 

they have taken on the many additional roles, such as Teacher, Cleaner, Lunchtime Supervisor, 

Covid Risk Assessment Writer – you name it - my staff have just got on with it! Your children are 

extremely lucky to have such dedicated and passionate people working with, and for, them.  

As I always say, it is an absolute privilege to lead and serve St. Joseph’s and I will look forward to 

the successes that 2021 will bring for us all, especially as I begin to prepare for my departure, at the 

end of next term. As I’ve said numerous times before, and I will always say, for a small school in 

Moorthorpe, we have a wealth of success; St. Joseph’s is a truly amazing school, which continues to 

go from strength to strength and I couldn’t be any prouder!  

Despite the COVID-19 restrictions, the buzz and atmosphere in school across this term has been 

fantastic! This week, especially, we’ve had Christmas music playing in the corridors, disco lights on 

in the hall – all day – every day, enjoyed class ‘bubble’ parties, wore our Christmas Jumpers, enjoyed 

a delicious Christmas Dinner, recorded virtual Nativities, enjoyed Hot Chocolate & Biscuits with a 

Christmas Movie, held a remote Advent Service and this morning, there was even a visit from a 

Santa who delivered all children a COVID safe (previously quarantined) gift! Even though things 

were slightly different, to normal, there was no way COVID-19 was stopping our Christmas 

preparations!!! The children have smiled, danced, sung and burst with happiness!  

It has simply been a week of joy, celebration and excellence in all its forms and is just one of many 

examples that showcase the amazing school that we are.  

And finally…may I take this opportunity to wish everyone in our school community a very happy 

and holy Christmas. On behalf of the whole staff too, thank you all for your cards, presents and kind 

wishes, this Christmas season. These are never expected but mean so much – thank you!  

I hope you, and your families, all have a wonderful and well-deserved Christmas, and that Santa 

brings you all everything you deserve! I wish you all a happy and healthy New Year too, and I look 

forward to seeing you all back in school again, on January 4th 2021. 

Please stay safe, well and take care. 

May God bless you all,  

Mr Welsh 

Headteacher 



 3 

 
 
 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2020/2021 

Spring Term 2021 

School Opens Monday 4th January  

School Closes Friday 12th February Half term 

School Opens Monday 22nd February  

School Closes Monday 29th March* Easter 

Summer Term 2021 

School Opens Monday 12th April  

School Closed Monday 3rd May May Day 

School Closes Friday 28th May Spring Bank Holiday 

School Opens Monday 14th June  

School Closes Friday 23rd July  Summer Break 

 

 

 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 26th July 2021 

* Due to the Inset Day change for the 

18/12/20, all children and staff now 

need to attend school on Monday 29th 

March 2021 and the Easter Holidays 

will begin on Tuesday 30th March 

2021. 


