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Well…I can’t quite believe that another year has passed and tomorrow the Christmas Trees arrive! 

 

Once again, the countdown is about to begin – Christmas is coming! On Sunday, we began to celebrate the season of 

Advent, a time of waiting and preparation. Now is the time to think especially about, and look forward to, the celebration 

of Jesus’ birth and to his return in the future. The message is clear for all of us; we are to ‘stay awake!’ – to be ready to 

welcome Jesus, and so draw closer to God. Advent is a time to increase our good deeds too. Even small acts of kindness 

bring more of Christ’s light into our world and make us ready to welcome Jesus at any time.  

 
Dear Lord Jesus, help us to stay awake and to be aware of your presence  
in the people that we meet this Advent season. Amen. 

 

Mr. Welsh 

Headteacher 

 
 TRAVELLING CRIBS 

Once again, this year, each family will be able to experience the ‘Travelling Crib’, but with a 
Covid safe twist! From this Friday, 2 children, each day, from all classes, will receive a letter, 
a web link, as well as crib which they can decorate and build to use in their prayer service, 
at home. The purpose of the Travelling Crib is to help children and families remember the 
true meaning of Christmas, to reflect as a family on the Christmas Story and the journey 
made by Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.  Please do take time to complete this wonderful 
activity with your child. 

 Your child will be sent home with a Crib cut out. Your child/children should colour 
this in to create their own unique Christmas Crib. 

 On the day designated by your child’s Class Teacher (you will receive a letter), you should read the story of 
Christmas using the presentation available on https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/christmas/ Take time to read 
it slowly and prayerfully. 

 Following the guidance in the presentation, your child/children should construct their crib when asked to do so. 

 Please take a photograph of the crib you and your family have created so it can be displayed in school and send 
it to head@sjm.bkcat.co.uk  

 Feel free to return to this page closer to Christmas, or on Christmas Day itself, to relive the story of the birth of 
Christ Jesus. 

 Display your Christmas Crib at home alongside your Christmas decorations! 
 

Our school Christmas Dinner day will take place on Monday 
14th December. The cost is the same as a usual school dinner 
(£2.30) and is paid for in the same way on SchoolGrid.   
If your child usually has packed lunches on most days, please 
let the school office know if they would like to have this hot 
Christmas meal by this Friday, 27th November, so we can let 

the kitchen know the additional numbers. Children may also wear Christmas jumpers to 
school on this day.  

 
 Mr Welsh’s Noticeboard  

Christ at the Centre 

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, MOORTHORPE 27TH NOVEMBER 2020 

“Advent is a time to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus.” Pope Francis 
 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/christmas/
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NEXT FRIDAY (4th December) IS A NON-UNIFORM DAY in aid of Catholic Care’s Christmas 

Appeal - £1 per child or £2 per family. 

Normally, we would ask for donations of food and toys to support vulnerable families across 

the Diocese but as this year’s restrictions don’t allow this, our financial donations will allow 

them to purchase gifts on our behalf. 

 
PTA Christmas Raffle 

Understandably, we won’t be able to hold a Christmas Fair this year but our annual Christmas Raffle will 
still take place. Raffle tickets will be on sale shortly and more details will follow next week.  

 

Advent Liturgies for Parents 

During the second week of Advent, each class will record an Advent Liturgy to share with 

Parents/Carers. We will upload these to our School Youtube Channel for you to watch, at 

home, and will make you aware, when these are ready to be viewed. 

E-Safety Bulletin 

TikTok - more parental controls 

https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-gb/supporting-youth-and-families-on-tiktok-uk  

 

With TikTok surging in popularity, including children deliberately increasing their followers to 

1,000 so that they can go live, it's good to see TikTok making more controls available for 

parents. The features, which are available via Family Pairing, include the ability to prevent the 

child searching and preventing strangers from seeing the child's post. Please click on the link 

above to see this explained in more detail. If you do have concerns regarding your child and 

their use of TikTok, please get in touch.  

 

Mrs Picton (Designated Safeguarding Lead and E-Safety Leader) 
 

SCHOOL EARLY CLOSE ON FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER 
A reminder that school will close on Friday 18th December, at the following earlier times, from the usual 

collection points: 

 Reception – 2pm 

 Year 1 – 2pm  

 Year 2 – 1:50pm 

 Year 3 – 2pm 

 Year 4 – 2pm 

 Year 5 – 1:50pm 

 Year 6 – 1:50pm 

School re-opens for the children on Monday 4th January 2021. 

APPLICATIONS FOR RECEPTION CLASS PLACES – SEPTEMBER 2021 
The application process for children starting Reception Class in 2020 has now begun. Children whose 
birthdays fall between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017 inclusive will be admitted full time to the 
Reception class in the Autumn term 2020. You will need to apply online to Wakefield Council - 
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/schools/admissions/reception  The closing date for 
applications is 15th January 2021. In addition, please complete the school’s Supplementary Information 
Form (SIF) available from the school office and return it to the school with a copy of your child’s birth & 
baptism certificate. http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/Documents/schools-children/school-
admissions/primary-guide-parents.pdf    
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