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“Christ at the Centre” 
Mission Statement 

 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School has the presence and power of Jesus Christ at its centre. 

It is a community which is governed by Gospel Values and where Christ’s command for us to 

love God, and to love one another, is central to all we do. 

Through the clear, visual Catholic identity of St Joseph’s, our vision for Catholic education is 

fulfilled through the educational experiences and personal curriculum we provide for our 

children. 

Prayer and Worship are at the heart of day to day life within our school and it is our desire for 

each child’s journey of faith to celebrate their unique gifts and talents, made in the image and 

likeness of God. 

St Joseph’s has strong and positive relationships with the wider community, including our 

partner schools within the Bishop Konstant Catholic Academy Trust (BKCAT). Links between 

home, school and our parish community, are also significant and central to our mission to 

serve the Church and create the family feeling of ‘belonging’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aims of using Social Media: 
 To quickly share and celebrate children’s achievements, successes and school updates. 
 To demonstrate safe and responsible use of social media. 
 To encourage the use of 21st Century technology 

 
Rationale  
The rationale of this policy is to explain acceptable use of Social Media, relating to St Joseph’s 

school Twitter account - @stjoemoorthorpe (https://Twitter.com/stjoemoorthorpe) and school 

Facebook account - @stjosephsmoorthorpe (https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsmoorthorpe) for 

staff, pupils, parents and the Academy Council.  

The policy will therefore aim to explain the purpose of Social Media at St Joseph’s and the benefits 

that will arise from its proper use, and also deal with any potential pitfalls from using these tools.  

What is Facebook?  
Facebook is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create 
profiles, upload photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends, family and 
colleagues. The site also includes public features including ‘Pages’ which allows members to 
create and promote a public page built around a specific topic; this is what we have at St Joseph’s. 
 
Our St Joseph’s Facebook account will not enter into private discussions with others – the 
private messenger has been disabled.  
 
What is Twitter?  
Twitter is used primarily as a method of communication, made up of 140 characters, called a 
‘Tweet’. Tweets tend to reference people, places, and/or activities, to which the said referee can 
respond. Tweeters either directly reference another person, or broadcast information, to which 
others can reply and respond.  
 
Twitter users are able to follow or be followed. To follow somebody ensures that all of their activity 
and comments appear in the followers news feed. The obvious benefit of having followers is that 
the information you broadcast is instantly distributed into their news feed.  
 
Users can also privately message each other, when they don’t want conversations to appear.  
Our St Joseph’s Twitter account will not enter into private discussions with others.  
 
What is the primary purpose of St Joseph’s Social Media Accounts?  
St Joseph’s Social Media accounts will be used principally to be followed/liked by parents, and 
other professionals, in order to advertise the excellent work by staff, pupils, parents and the 
Academy Council. Similarly, it will also contain information detailing special events and news in 
school. While we do of course prioritise face-to-face communication with parents, the aim of the 
Social Media accounts is to run alongside more traditional methods and not to replace them, for 
example home letters or our weekly newsletter. 
 
By endorsing Social Media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook, we may be encouraging 
children to use these communication methods, so reinforcing e-safety rules such as “Never post 
anything that would be potentially upsetting; make sure you know how to report anything you find, 
that disturbs you; be careful who you talk to, they may not be all they appear; never meet anyone 
from the world of Social Media, without telling your parents.” etc. 
 
Facebook’s own policies regarding safety rules and violations can be read on: 
https://www.facebook.com/safety 
 
Twitter’s own policies regarding safety rules and violations can be read on: 
https://support.twitter.com/categories/56# 

https://twitter.com/stjoemoorthorpe
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsmoorthorpe
https://www.facebook.com/safety
https://support.twitter.com/categories/56


Who controls the St Joseph Social Media Accounts? 
The uploading of content will be controlled by members of the Senior Leadership Team and will be 
used to advertise the school in a positive light and promote useful information to their followers. 
They alone will be responsible for password protection, changed termly and the uploading of 
content from school devices only, for example SLT School IPADs/Laptops.  
 
The school Social Media accounts will only use children’s first names, when referencing children, 
and photographs, containing children’s faces will only be uploaded, if parental permission has 
been granted. The ‘Parent Consent Form’, incorporating GDPR requirements, gives parental 
permission for their child’s photograph to be included online. LAC/SGO children will never be 
tweeted about unless permission is granted from the carer. 
 
Individually targeted content will not be posted e.g. “Well done Josh, a better lesson today”. 
Tweets to a year group or class along the lines of “don’t forget the...” are acceptable. 
 
St Joseph’s Social Media accounts will ordinarily, be updated and monitored during normal school 
hours, Monday to Friday; however, circumstances may dictate that updates are provided at 
different times, for example, school trips, sporting fixtures or important information i.e. a school 
closure due to weather conditions, reminders etc. 
 
The account may be used to share news and information during a school trip or residential. The 
account again will be run by a senior leader, on a school IPAD, which may be able to connect to a 
WIFI hot spot to post the news or photos. 
 
The St Joseph’s Social Media accounts will not respond or reply to tweets/posts 
(comments), for example a question from a follower; this is not the platform to discuss or 
debate school related issues. 
 
Who can follow/like St Joseph’s Social Media Accounts?  
At present, St Joseph’s Social Media accounts are open to all followers; however we reserve the 
right to block accounts deemed inappropriate, or offensive, to ourselves and/or others.  
Under no circumstances, should staff members follow the St Joseph Social Media 
accounts from their own personal Social Media accounts. 
 
Who will St Joseph’s Facebook Page like?  
In order to protect ourselves, from inappropriate content, being distributed into our posts, St 
Joseph’s Facebook page will not actively seek to like other users; we will not request to be a 
friend with any individual, including parents. However, exceptions may be made, where ‘liking’ 
another user, has obvious benefits to the school, for example Wakefield Libraries, Wakefield 
Music Hubs or BKCAT schools, CAFOD etc.  
 
Once again, these will be decided, on a case-by-case basis, at the discretion of the SLT.  
St Joseph’s sees itself more as a distributor of information, to those who follow it, and not as a 
receiver of information.  
 
Who will St Joseph’s Twitter Account follow?  
In order to protect ourselves, from inappropriate content, being distributed into our news feeds, St 
Joseph’s Twitter account will not actively seek to follow other users; we will not follow any 
individual, including parents. However, exceptions may be made, where following another user, 
has obvious benefits to the school, for example Wakefield Libraries, Wakefield Music Hubs or 
BKCAT schools, CAFOD etc.  
 
Once again, these will be decided, on a case-by-case basis, at the discretion of the SLT.  
St Joseph’s sees itself more as a distributor of information, to those who follow it, and not as a 
receiver of information.  



 
What is inappropriate content and referencing and how will it be dealt with?  
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Moorthorpe, welcomes any referencing, mentions, or 
interactions, which portray the school in a positive light only. Therefore, we deem any of the 
following, as inappropriate:  

 Offensive language, or remarks, aimed at the school, its staff, parents, Academy Council or 
others affiliated with the school. 

 Unsuitable images or content posted into its feed.  

 Unsuitable images, or content, finding its way from another’s account, into the schools 
feeds.  

 Images or text that infringe upon copyright. 

 Comments that aim to undermine the school, its staff, parents, Academy Council or others 
affiliated with the school.  

 
Any inappropriate content will be deleted and its users will be removed, blocked, and, depending 
on the nature of the comment, reported to Twitter and/or Facebook. Parents who would like to 
issue a complaint must follow the Complaints Policy and Procedure. Furthermore, incidents of a 
more serious nature may be reported to the appropriate authority.  
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